Use of guardianship under the 1983 Mental Health Act.
The powers of guardianship under the 1983 Mental Health Act confer on the guardian powers to require the patient to reside in a specified place, to require attendance for treatment and to require access to the patient for appropriate health and social services personnel. This paper presents a descriptive study and analysis of the use of guardianship over a 5-year period in four geographical areas. Cases were collected retrospectively from a variety of sources and scrutinized systematically. Three cases of guardianship for mental impairment were excluded from the analysis leaving 23 patients with mental illness. All but two of the patients were female. Older patients, mostly with dementia, accounted for three-quarters of the sample and the majority of orders in this group were to require residence in an old people's home (usually with an apparently good outcome), though three were intended to facilitate home care. In most of the younger patients a functional psychiatric illness was diagnosed and powers were used to maintain the patient at home. The absence of a specific 'power to convey' needs to be resolved for elderly patients needing residential care. The use of guardianship orders to maintain older patients in the community needs further exploration.